WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Inviting all People to Faith ... Come and Worship - Go and Work
Pastor - Ben Unseth | Ministers - All

July 26, 2026 | 10th Sunday after Pentecost

www.flcspencer.org | 712-580-4316
2912 Highway Blvd, P.O. Box 1322, Spencer, IA 51301

Office Hours: 9am-1pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays; 9am-5pm Wednesdays
Watch us on SMU: Monday @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m.



Welcome & Prayer
Sharing of Peace
*Opening Song — “Build My Life”

*Invocation:
We meet in the strong name of our God;
We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Litany (adapted from “Good” by Matthew West)

[ used to think grace was a ladder every sinner had to climb.
If only I could just do better, I could earn it over time.

Tried to work my way to good. Trouble is, I never could.
But then You showed me just exactly how grace works.

I’'m good at always falling down; You’re good at never giving up.
I’m good at getting turned around; You’re good at saying I’m still loved.

And I was raised by mercy, the day I understood:
I’m not loved because I’m worthy; I’'m loved because You’re good.

I'm loved because You’re faithful to me ...even when I’'m not.
Just a grateful sinner saved by You...is all I have to be.

*Prayer of the Day (from President George Washington’s Journal)
Grant that I may hear Your Word with reverence, receive it with meekness,
mingle it with faith, and that it may accomplish in me, Gracious God, the
good work for which you have sent it. Bless my family, kindred, friends and
country, be our God and guide this day and forever for his sake, who lay down
in the grave and arose again for us, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Song — “Take My Life and Let it Be”

Old Testament Lesson: 2 Chronicles 6:1-10

Gospel: Matthew 7:21-27

Children’s Message

Song — “Speak, O Lord”

Message by Justin Spieker

Song — “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”
*Affirmation of Faith — The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
things visible and invisible.



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father
before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father. Through Him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation He came down from heaven; He became
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. He was
crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried. The third day
He rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seated
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living
and the dead. His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from
the Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified. He spoke through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look
forward to the resurrection of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the Church
*The Lord’s Prayer
*Blessing
*Closing Song — “Go Light Your World”
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*Please stand if you are able

Old Testament Lesson: 2 Chronicles 6:1-10

IThen Solomon said, “The Lord has said that He would dwell in a dark cloud; 2I have
built a magnificent temple for You, a place for You to dwell forever.” 3While the whole
assembly of Israel was standing there, the king turned around and blessed them.
4*Then he said: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, who with His hands has
fulfilled what He promised with His mouth to my father David. For He said, ®‘Since the
day I brought my people out of Egypt, I have not chosen a city in any tribe of Israel to
have a temple built so that My Name might be there, nor have I chosen anyone to be
ruler over my people Israel. ®But now I have chosen Jerusalem for My Name to be
there, and I have chosen David to rule My people Israel.” "My father David had it in his
heart to build a temple for the Name of the Lord, the God of Israel. 8But the Lord said
to my father David, ‘You did well to have it in your heart to build a temple for My
Name. °Nevertheless, you are not the one to build the temple, but your son, your own
flesh and blood—he is the one who will build the temple for my Name.’ 1°The Lord has
kept the promise He made. I have succeeded David my father and now I sit on the
throne of Israel, just as the Lord promised, and I have built the temple for the Name of
the Lord, the God of Israel.”



Gospel: Matthew 7:21-27

21At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits,
and gave sight to many who were blind. ?2So He replied to the messengers, “Go back
and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame
walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the
good news is proclaimed to the poor. 2®Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on
account of Me.” 2*After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd
about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the
wind? 2%If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those
who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 2But what did you
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 2This is the one
about whom it is written: “I will send My messenger ahead of you, who will prepare
your way before you.”

The Mexico City Mission Team is currently in Mexico City serving with
Operation Serve International. You can follow along their journey by
following their Facebook page: Faith Lutheran Mission Trip. Please keep
them in your prayers as they serve the rest of this week!

Thank You to today’s Worship Partners Worship Partners for August 2

Altar Prep: Susie Brinkley, Lora Altar Prep: Susie Brinkley, Denise Lovitt
Johnson Communion Servers: Lee & Nancy
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