
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
Inviting all People to Faith ... Come and Worship - Go and Work

Pastor - Ben Unseth | Ministers - All

June 7, 2026 | 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

www.flcspencer.org | 712-580-4316 
2912 Highway Blvd, P.O. Box 1322, Spencer, IA 51301

Office Hours: 9am-1pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays; 9am-5pm Wednesdays
Watch us on SMU: Monday @ 8:30 p.m. and Tuesday @ 11:00 a.m.



Welcome & Prayer   
Sharing of Peace
*Opening Song – “I Will Follow”
*Invocation:
We meet in the strong name of our God;
We praise you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.
*Confession and Forgiveness: 
As the flock of the Good Shepherd, let us speak plainly of our wanderings and our 

need for rescue by Christ.
I am the sheep who got lost. I have stepped off Your path. I have missed the 

mark. I have damaged relationships.
I have polluted my heart. I have planted weeds in my mind. I have downloaded 

viruses into my soul. I have wandered away from my Father’s house.
There are stains that I cannot wash clean. There are moments when I should 

have spoken up. There are words that I should never have said. There are 
chains that I cannot break.

But I know that Your steadfast love is offered despite my wanderings. Lord 
Jesus, Your life, death, and resurrection open a better way to live—with clean 
hands and a pure heart. I call on You for forgiveness and for renewal.

Whoever believes and is baptized shall be saved! The Holy Spirit welcomes you into His 
presence and power to renew you in faith and life. In Christ, we stand accepted and 
forgiven.

*Prayer of the Day 
Glory be to You, great reconciling God. Encouraged by the Holy Spirit, we come 

to You with thanksgiving. Draw us closer to You that we may be closer to 
each other, and closer to each other that we may be closer to You. As we seek 
Your blessing on our gathering, we also pray for Your blessing on all other 
congregations. We long for the day when the world will say: “See how these 
Christians love one another.” Then shall Christ Jesus be truly glorified on 
earth, and our earthly songs shall echo the music of heaven. Amen!

Song – “I Surrender All”
Old Testament Lesson: Esther 2:2-14
The Children's Message will be given on the 2nd and 4th Sundays, opposite of 

communion, through September .

Song – “Make Me a Servant”
*Gospel Lesson: Luke 6:20-23
Sermon: “Worst Beauty Pageant Ever”
Song – “Here I Am Lord”



Affirmation of Faith – Portions of the Athanasian Creed
 Now this is the true Christian faith: We worship one God in three persons and 
three persons in one God, without mixing the persons or dividing the divine 
being. … The Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; yet they are 
not three Gods, but one God. … And within this Trinity none comes before or 
after; none is greater or inferior, but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, 
so that in every way, all three persons are to be worshiped as one God and one 
God worshiped as three persons. … 
 We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and 
man. He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and He is man, 
born in time from the nature of His mother, fully God, fully man. … He suffered 
for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, 
and from there He will come to judge the living and the dead. At His coming all 
people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal deeds.
 This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe 
this cannot be saved. 
Prayers of the Church
Words of Institution for Communion
*The Lord’s Prayer 
Holy Communion  
Distribution Songs  – “All the Way My Savior Leads Me ” / “Just as I Am” 
*Communion Blessing
*Closing Song – “Lord, Reign in Me”

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
*Please stand if you are able

Old Testament Lesson: Esther 2:2-14
2Then the king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search be made for beautiful 
young virgins for the king. 3Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of his 
realm to bring all these beautiful young women into the harem at the citadel of Susa. 
Let them be placed under the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the 
women; and let beauty treatments be given to them. 4Then let the young woman who 
pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This advice appealed to the king, and he 
followed it. 5Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named 
Mordecai son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, 6who had been carried into 
exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, among those taken captive 
with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he 
had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who 
was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken 
her as his own daughter when her father and mother died. 8When the king’s order and 
edict had been proclaimed, many young women were brought to the citadel of Susa 
and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and 
entrusted to Hegai, who had charge of the harem. (continued on the back page) 



9She pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he provided her with her beauty 
treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven female attendants selected from 
the king’s palace and moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem. 
10Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai 
had forbidden her to do so. 11Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard 
of the harem to find out how Esther was and what was happening to her. 12Before a 
young woman’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months 
of beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six 
with perfumes and cosmetics. 13And this is how she would go to the king: Anything 
she wanted was given her to take with her from the harem to the king’s palace. 14In 
the evening she would go there and in the morning return to another part of the 
harem to the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the 
concubines. She would not return to the king unless he was pleased with her and 
summoned her by name.
Gospel: Luke 6:20-23
   20Looking at His disciples, He said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God. 21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22Blessed are you when people hate you, 
when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the 
Son of Man. 23Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 
heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.”

Thank You to today’s Worship Partners                               
Altar: Shirley Nelson, Gene Englin
Communion Servers: Tom & Pam Hanson
Counters: Jolynne Eilts, Gary Jenkins
Fellowship: Gene & Patty Englin
Greeters: Lee & Nancy Ketcham
Message: Pastor Ben Unseth
Instrumentalists: Leah Kreutner, Gloria 

McKenney, Kevin Skadeland
Prayer Intercessors: Jake & Karen 

Jacobson, Dennis & Sara DeWitt
Prayers of Church: Jalyce Storley
Scripture Reader: Emily Hoppe
Tech Booth:  Nathan McKenney (Lead, 

Computer), Levi Simington (Sound),   
Lucy Simington (Video)

Vocalists: Kaleigh McKenney, Corbin & 
Otto Maaland, Rachel Simington   

Worship Leader: Bill Neiderheiser

Worship Partners for June 14
Altar Prep: Shirley Nelson, Gene Englin
Children’s Message: Nathan McKenney                    
Counters: Jolene Hansen, Joan Unrau
Fellowship: Dave & Linda Susie       
Greeters: Mark & Sharon Cameron          
Instrumentalists: Gloria McKenney, 

Kevin Skadeland
Message: Pastor Ben Unseth
Prayers of the Church: Eric Tigges    
Scripture Reader: Matt Essick
Tech Booth: Bret Eilts (Lead, Sound),  

Haley Eilts (Computer), Katie Eilts 
(Video)

Vocalists: Corbin Maaland, Trisha 
Rohmiller, Troy Rosendahl

Worship Leader: Dennis DeWitt


