
     One year has ended and another has begun, but the name of our Lord

is just as faithful yesterday, today, and tomorrow. May that truth carry

us into this next year and give us hope and strength for all the joys and

sorrows that lay ahead. 

     Here at Faith, we continue following Jesus as we pursue our mission

statement each week: “Inviting all People to Faith...Come and Worship -

Go and Work”. This mission looks different for each of us, and yet we

each strive toward the same goal with Christ as our leader. 

     One way that some choose to strengthen their faith is by attending

the spiritual retreat Via de Cristo. As of the publication of this

newsletter, the men’s weekend is underway, and the women’s weekend

is coming up January 15  - 18 . For more information on attending this

annual retreat either this year or in the future, a few key people are

Justin Spieker and Rachel Simington, or you can ask someone you know

has attended before.
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     The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 25 , immediately following the worship service. We need a

quorum to proceed, so please plan to attend!
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     Finally, looking ahead to February, Lent starts with the Ash

Wednesday service on Wednesday, February 18  at 6:30pm. Join us as

we remember the weight of our sin and follow Jesus on His journey to

the cross. 
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January 8-11
Men’s Via de Cristo at
Okoboji Lutheran
Bible Camp

Faith at a Glance (December 2025)
Baptisms | Births | Confirmed 

Deaths | Marriages  | New Members

January 15-18
Women’s Via de
Cristo at Okoboji
Lutheran Bible Camp

January 25
10:15 am, Annual
Congregational
Meeting

February 18
6:30 pm, Ash
Wednesday Service



When I was a boy, my father served a German 
congregation in Michigan. After World War 2, this church 
had sponsored a refugee family from Germany. The family 
patriarch was a skilled carpenter, and one day he was installing 
a new door in the church building. After hanging the door, he 
astonished Dad as he hung on the door, swinging back and forth.

“Yah, dat is how you make sure it is strong,” he told Dad.

As we swing from 2025 into 2026, Jesus is the only strong and 
sure hinge for you to hang your future on. We can make careful 
plans and try to execute them flawlessly. We can look at trends 
and market predictions to construct success in the new year. 
We can hire a consultant and read the “experts.” They will count 
themselves dependable if half their predictions come true. 
Whatever goes wrong will be your problem to deal with.

Jesus is the only strong and sure hinge for you to 
hang your future on. When things go well, 
thank him for his blessing. When trouble 
comes, thank him for his presence in 
the darkness, his grace to carry you 
moment by moment, and his wisdom 
to guide you through the shadow.

Jesus is our sure foundation. “For 
no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” (1 Corinthians 3:11). 

May God bless you in this new year!

Prayer & Praise Corner

How Sturdy is Your Hinge?
BY PASTOR BEN UNSETH

Lift Up in Prayer…
As we begin a new year, let us rededicate ourselves to loving
Christ and our neighbor.
Pray for our Nominating Team as they talk to God, to each other,
and to church members about serving with our Evangelism Team.
Pray for our Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 25.
Pray for safety for those who struggle with housing.
Pray for those who are participating in a Via de Cristo retreat this
month.
Healing for [new names here] and all those we name in our hearts.
Pray for comfort for the families of Kevin Swancutt and Trisha
Rohmiller, Terry and Jolene Hansen, Madison Crew and Carmie
Miller, Eli and Sara Franker, Pete and Andrea Crew, and Bob Drum.

Reasons for Praise!
Thank God for a nominee for Missions Team leader.
Thank God for finances and volunteers as we finish our Flood
Recovery.
Thank God for our faithful staff members as they continue to serve
and grow in their roles.
Thank God that we served more than 100 families through our
Operation Christmas Meal outreach.
Thank God that we finished 2025 financially in the black.
Thank God for fellow members who have served with a ministry
team in 2025.



     Time doesn’t always make sense in our human brains, but the absence of time makes even less sense. How can
something have no end - or even more confusing, no beginning? We are told and read in God’s Word that God Himself
is eternal, without beginning and without end. While that doesn’t fully make sense in my brain, I still know it to be
true, as God is the author of time, and therefore lives outside of time. Furthermore, not only God as a being outside
of time, but also so are His attributes: God’s glory is forever. God’s mercy is forever. His wisdom, His kindness, His
faithfulness, all go on forever. Danny Gokey wrote the song “Can’t Help but Worship”, and during the bridge he sings,
“Your praise and Your power, it goes on forever. Your wisdom, Your wonder, it goes on forever. Your glory, Your
goodness, Your beauty, Your brilliance on earth and in Heaven. I'll worship forever, forever!” And while the bridge
got me thinking about this concept of forever, I didn’t notice until relistening to the song something that isn’t an
attribute of God, but rather an attribute of us as His followers. Did you catch it? Danny starts and ends the bridge
with this attribute: “Your praise...goes on forever...I’ll worship forever!” 
     Here is another truth that is also hard to grasp sometimes. God will exist forever, and so too will we. And the
purpose of our eternal life is not just to live for the sake of living. God created us to love and worship Him, for the
glory of His name. And although God has no beginning, for us worship starts right now, here on Earth. I’ve heard it
said that worship on Earth is kind of like a practice run for worship in Heaven. While there will certainly be
differences between our worship on Earth and in Heaven, I don’t think that’s quite true, because it implies that the
worship done here on Earth isn’t quite ‘real’, or doesn’t count. Here’s what I think instead: worship on Earth is one of
the few places where we can more clearly see God’s Kingdom here on Earth as in Heaven. God’s Kingdom was
brought to Earth when Jesus came, continues now, and goes on forever. Let us plug ourselves into forever, take
ourselves out of time, and worship God forever!

Forever - Outside of Time
BY WORSHIP DIRECTOR 
GLORIA MCKENNEY

     This year will end. It may seem strange to think about it now, as we are less than
two weeks into 2026, but nevertheless, this year will end, just as 2025 did, and 2024
did the year before that. 
    In fact, almost everything we see and know will eventually end. It’s not something
we think about often - in fact, our brains tend to default to ‘nothing changes’ mode.
Ever been surprised by how fast kids grow? Or have you ever been sure that
something happened only yesterday, only to discover that it actually occurred
several years ago?

Children’s Ministry Update

As winter continues, so does Sunday School! We will be meeting
again starting Sunday, January 11th with our regular schedule
back in play: 
 10:15am - Music in Discipleship Room
 10:30am – Sunday School ending with a time of Prayer & Blessing
 11:10am – Ready for Pick-up!

In January, we will be studying some of the parables Jesus taught
and then we will move on to learning about Gideon. 

Make sure you check out the nursery, because we have original art
by our own kids decorating that space. Hope you enjoy it as much
as they enjoyed making it!

BY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM LEADER, HEIDI SKADELAND

CAN’T HELP BUT WORSHIP‌



1.1 Dennis DeWitt
1.1 Barbie Garst

1.5 Dick Allen

1.6 Wyatt Vanderberg

1.7 Kristine Christianson
1.7 Emma Hines

1.8 Sam Brockshus
1.8 Katie Eilts

1.9 Levi Simington

1.10 Kinnick Friedrich
1.10 Kailyn Griffin
1.10 Josh Kruger
1.10 Jada Piercy

1.12 Joy Keslch

1.13 Bob Erdman
1.13 Connor Tigges

1.14 Brad Krei

1.17 Julie Fisher

1.18 Lisa Becker

1.19 Kiersten Campbell
1.19 Connie Conlon
1.19 Courtney Thompson
1.19 Debbie Zitterich

1.20 Pam Hanson
1.20 Norm Nielsen

1.21 Colton Doran
1.21 Paizlee Friedrich
1.21 Zach Kooker

1.22 Amy Freeman

1.24 Patty Ellsworth
1.24 Mark Hopkins

1.26 Becky Simons

1.27 Nickie Hansen
1.27 Jim Unrau

1.28 Luella Unseth

1.29 Lita Butler

1.3 Abe Ortiz

anuaryJ B irthdays&Anniversaries

Happy Birthday to... Happy 
Anniversary to...

1.12 Don & Sandy Schnell

1.19 Paul & Kris Behrens

    Hands-On Mission Day will be
Tuesday, February 3 from 1pm to 4pm.
     

Come and enjoy fellowship while we are the hands
of Jesus and provide care for others. This is one
way we can share God’s love with those in crisis.
School kits allow families to send their children to
school. Many times the choice has to be made if the
money is for food or school? Education leads to a
better life for the child, their families and their
communities. In 2025, 179,200 school kits were
distributed by Lutheran World Relief. This month
we will collect black or blue ball point pens for
the School Kits. 

Hands-On Missions

Each month Faith collects
items to help stock UDMO’s
food pantry for those in
need. This month, UDMO is in
need of oatmeal and
applesauce. Find the boxes
by the front entrance to
receive your donations!

Upper Des Moines Opportunity



As 2026 begins, we realize that once again, we are allowed to participate in creating a blessed year with God’s help.

With the anticipation of what these next 12 months will bring comes the promise from Isaiah 40:31, “But those who hope

in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. They will

walk and not be faint.”

Weariness can take many forms. Combined with the winter weather that tends to isolate many of us, this season tends

to challenge our emotional well-being. Depression and anxiety tend to displace strength with feelings of despair,

helplessness, and hopelessness. It can also revert our habits to embrace destructive influences like alcohol, drugs, and

other addictions to cope with discomfort and/or pain, as we struggle. 

This weariness can be abated to some extent by maintaining a routine (i.e., getting plenty of rest, exercise, eating

healthily, going to bed and getting up at the same time, etc.) to combat the lethargy of this time of year.  Also, finding

new interests, hobbies, building friendships, getting out of the house, and doing activities around others who have like-

minded interests can help allay boredom that can feed dissatisfaction and unhealthy thoughts and behavior.

In addition, have you taken a look lately and assessed your environment? Does it contain soothing, comforting spots

where you can retreat from life’s busyness? Does your inner world allow you time to relax, to meditate, and to just “be”?

The world and all its demands can quickly intrude with all its distractions to take away our peace. If we don’t

intentionally work to regain some inner and outer balance, we can find ourselves overwhelmed, exhausted, helpless,

and hopeless.

Access to a safe and quiet place is essential to regain one’s perspective. Experiencing stress has a way of eroding our

ability to cope with the many circumstances that might normally not be so challenging. Irritability, anxiety, anger, and

depression are the hallmark emotions that erupt when we are out of balance emotionally. 

We are reminded in Psalm 94:18-19 that others before us have experienced the same distress and have sought out our

God for deliverance.  “When I say, ‘my foot is slipping,’ your mercy, Lord, holds me up. When cares increase within me,

your comfort gives me JOY.” 

As Christians, that JOY comes with comfort as we are reminded that “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” 2

Corinthians 5:17. What a wonderful gift God has given to us in the form of His Son, who has saved us from our sins. This

passage sparks a thought process in us to determine and choose our unique way in which God’s will can be played out in

our lives. Our spiritual being is fortified with these beliefs when we belong to Christ. We also realize we must depend on

the Holy Spirit to guide our paths to reach God’s standard of Christian living.

May this new year provide many opportunities to see and know God and his blessings in your life. To God be the Glory!

A New Year Awaits
BY KIM WILSON



The World Mission Prayer League (WMPL) is a Lutheran organization with headquarters in Minneapolis, MN. They are

committed to know Christ, pray for His kingdom, and share the gospel and themselves with those who don’t know

Him. 

Their passion is to evangelize the world wherever people don’t know Jesus as their Savior. To do that, WMPL has 100

missionaries in 20 countries around the world. WMPL is unique in its approach to raising funds to support these

missionaries. It does not ask for funds directly or conduct campaigns, but rather prays for God to supply the necessary

means through individual donations to send missionaries around the world. 

 In the mid-1930s, a band of students, pastors, and friends gathered together to pray for the nations. Imagine – young

people sharing their lives, their hearts, and a passion for the lost. This is exactly how the World Mission Prayer League

began! That was then, but it is also now because prayer is what WMPL is about when missionaries go out into the

world. 

Ask For the Nations (AFN) is WMPL’s young adult prayer community, based in Minneapolis, gathering weekly for prayer

and fellowship, and to participate in the Mission of God. For many young adults around the world, participating in the

Mission of God can be described in a simple word – pray. On the 1  and 3  Tuesday nights at 5:30 pm, college students

and young adults gather together in person at the mission home in Minneapolis, committed to participating in God’s

global mission through prayer. Some are nurses, others are studying elementary education. Some work in the inner

city, others are in graduate school. Every 3  Tuesday at 7 pm, there is an online session also.

st rd
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 They meet to worship, to pray for one another, and most especially, to “ask for the nations” (Ps. 2:8). Believing that

the desire of God’s heart is for all people to live within a relationship with him, they stand in the gap each week for

people around the world, praying passionately for the people, governments, struggles, and salvation of specific

countries.

 We ask our Faith Lutheran Church congregation to pray for WMPL and the missionaries they send. Our church, through

its Mission Team’s allocation, donates to this Priority Mission Partner to provide tangible resources to assist with their

work. For more information about WMPL and its missionaries worldwide, please visit their website at wpml.org. 

SUBMITTED BY KIM WILSON

Mission Team Partner Focus for January 2026 - 
World Mission Prayer League

http://wpml.org/


A holiday potluck was held prior to the meeting at 6:15 PM. 

The meeting was called to order by President Justin Spieker at 7:08 PM. 

Members present were: Dave Susie, Justin Spieker, Cryss Quanbeck, Heidi Skadeland, Nancy Ketchum, Stephanie Essick,

Ross & Beth Brockshus, Leah Kreutner, Ann Lear, Lisa Carpenter, Pastor Ben Unseth, Troy Rosendahl & Jolene Hansen.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Lisa. Devotions were given by Pastor Ben. 

Prior months' minutes were reviewed. Motion to approve made by Ann. Nancy seconded the motion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT – So far, we are in the black quite a bit so that’s great. We are expecting heavy giving for the

month of December as it has been in the past. Our YTD net is almost at $41,000. Leah motioned to approve the report.

Beth seconded the report. Motion carried. 

PASTOR BEN’S REPORT – Pastor Ben was re-elected to the board of the LCMC Iowa District & was elected as their

President. Pastor is doing some daily broadcasts on Y100 and encouraging people to come to our services. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Justin Spieker) – Kim Wilson has said YES to being the lead of the Missions Team. 

COUNCIL REPORTS 

Evangelism ( 1/2028) – 

Missions (Kim Wilson 1/2027) – 

Worship (Leah Kreutner 1/2028) – 

Stewardship (Emily Hoppe 1/2027) – 

Discipleship (Ann Lear 1/2028) 

Children’s Ministry (Heidi Skadeland 1/2028) – 

Youth Ministry (Matt & Steph Essick 1/2026) - 

Caring Ministries (Ross & Beth Brockshus 1/2027) – 

Fellowship (Lee & Nancy Ketcham 1/2027) – 

Music & Creative Arts (Logan Treybal 1/2029) – 

Properties (Isaiah Grey 1/2029) – 

OLD BUSINESS 

Evangelism position – still needing someone to serve at the lead on this team. 

NEW BUSINESS 

2026 budget – The 2025 budget was $370,158.00; proposed budget for 2026 is $374,924.00. Motion was made by

Nancy to adjust Eric’s housing allowance to $18,500 and leave Pastor’s the same at $46,000. Stephanie seconded the

motion. Motion carried. Zion wanted to give Eric a raise so their portion is reflected in that line item. Our gas bill &

insurance is decreasing & we had over budgeted for last year so have adjusted those for 2026. A new budget line

item for 2026 is the Pay It Forward fund for a church that would need assistance. Troy will be establishing an

account for this line item to grow the funds. Motion was made by Nancy to bring the proposed budget to the annual

meeting for approval. Beth seconded the motion. Motion carried. Annual meeting will be January 25, 2026 (in case

of weather, 2 weeks after). 

Faith Lutheran Church Council meeting minutes – December 16, 2025



December Year to Date

General
Giving

$28,618.00 $336,497.55

Total Flood
Giving

Total Flood
Expenses*

Flood
Recovery

Fund
$337,824.11 $335,056.49

*includes only bills paid. Much work is billed
upon completion, so work in progress may

not be included in this total.

2025 Giving and Flood Relief Report
2025 BUDGET: $369,450.00

NEW BUSINESS, continued
Endowment Committee (2 members-3 year term, 2 members-2 year term, 1 member–1 year term) We need to
establish this committee to oversee our investments (at Thrivent) and looking for members/volunteers to serve
on this committee. Memorial funds are 100% liquid and for specific projects (approximately $500); endowment
funds are for larger projects/purchases/donations (approximately $40,000). This committee would serve to
insure our monies are being allocated appropriately. Troy would like to see more awareness of these funds so
suggested putting together a pamphlet so people are aware that they can donate to these. 
Appoint Troy Rosendahl as Leadership Team Leader/Unappoint Dave Susie – Motion for the appointment of Troy
& un-appointment of Dave was made by Leah. Stephanie seconded the motion. Motion carried. Troy had formed
a team with Dave, Justin & Karen Brandt. 
Spencer Fire Department – use Faith as a shelter for natural disasters/catastrophe? Nancy motioned to use our
church as shelter, if needed. Ann seconded. Motion carried. 
Concrete work – we have some concrete issues by the south door and we have some funds to repair this. We
would need to get bids on this. Heidi motioned to put this to a vote at the annual meeting. Leah seconded.
Motion carried. This will be put on the Annual Meeting agenda for a Congregational vote. 

Concerns and/or Celebrations 

Adjournment – Heidi made the motion to adjourn. Nancy seconded. Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at
8:00. 

Closing Prayer was given by Beth. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jolene K. Hansen, Church Council Secretary

Faith Lutheran Church Council meeting minutes – November 12, 2025, cont’d

Women’s Bible Study
     Women’s Bible study will meet on
Tuesday, January 13 at 1:30 p.m. in the
SON room.
     This month we will start a Bible study of
Women of the Old Testament. These women were
ordinary people just like us. Women who had to
make choices every day. What does God want us
to learn from their stories? In January we will read
about Eve - what her world was like and how it
came about that she made the choice she did and
the consequences. What about us? Are we
tempted? How do we combat the temptation? Are
there unintended consequences?
Come and join in the discussion! All are welcome!


