
Sharing the Peace 

Words of Institution for Communion 

*The Lords Prayer 

Holy Communion 

Distribution Songs 

 “Great Are You Lord” -special music by Youth Praise Team 

 “Way Maker” 

*Communion Blessing 

*Closing Song - “Days of Elijah” 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God! 

*Please stand if you are able 

 

New Testament Lesson: Romans 8:5-11 

5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 
what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind 
governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm 
of the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but 
are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in 
you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives 
life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies because of His Spirit who lives in you.  

 

Gospel: John 11:17-27 

17 On His arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews 

had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When 

Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet Him, but Mary stayed at 

home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if You had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22 But I know that even now God will give You whatever You ask.” 23 Jesus 

said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise 

again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even though they die; 26 and 

whoever lives by believing in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” 

she replied, “I believe that You are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into 

the world.” 

Welcome & Prayer    

*Opening Song — “Shine Jesus Shine” 

*Invocation 

We meet in the strong name of our God;                                                                                           

We praise You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Confession (from Augustine’s Confessions)  

Lord, our hearts are open before You; unplug our ears and say to our souls,                               

“I am your salvation.” 

Our hearts are restless, until we rest in You. The house of my soul is narrow. 

Enlarge it, so that You may come in. It is ruined; repair it. 

My soul holds on to things which offend Your eyes; I confess and know it. But 

who can cleanse it? To whom should I cry, except to You? Lord, cleanse me from 

my secret faults, and rescue Your servant from the power of the enemy. If You, 

Lord, catalog my wrong doings, I cannot survive. Hear me, O God. Alas, for my 

sin! But You love me, for You created me. 

As you have confessed against yourself your transgressions to God, God has forgiven 

the iniquity of your heart. The Lord forgives the greatest and most heinous deeds. He 

writes “Grace” and “Mercy” over your sins. He has melted away your sins as if they 

were ice. 

*Prayer of the Day  

Dear Jesus, when You came to earth in Bethlehem, the world was unprepared and 

paid little attention. At Your Second Coming, the world will be equally 

unprepared, but will be compelled to pay complete attention. Prepare our hearts 

today. Cast out our sin, and enter in. Renew our hearts and minds as we sing, as 

we hear Your Word, and as we come to Your Table. Amen. 

Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                               Treybal Family 

Song- “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” 

New Testament Lesson: Romans 8:5-11 

Gospel: John 11:17-27  

Children’s Message 

Song- “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”    

Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Sermon - “A Long Way From Christmas”                                           

Song- “He Shall Reign Forevermore” 

*Affirmation of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 

Prayers of the Church   



WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Inviting all People to Faith ... Come and Worship - Go and Work 

Pastor - Ben Unseth | Ministers - All 

 

December 7, 2025 | Second Sunday of Advent 

 

www.flcspencer.org | 712-580-4316  

2912 Highway Blvd, P.O. Box 1322, Spencer, IA 51301 

Office Hours: 9am-1pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays; 9am-5pm Wednesdays 

Worship Partners for Dec. 14                  

Altar Prep: Linda Conlon, Shirley Nelson, 

Lora Johnson                                                                        

Counters: Don Schnell, Greg Lear 

Fellowship: Dave & Linda Susie               

Greeters: Tom & Pam Hanson 

Instrumentalists: Gloria McKenney            

Message: Children’s Christmas Program                          

Prayers of the Church: Jalyce Storley                                              

Scripture Reader: Bill Kersting                     

Tech Booth: Jacob Weeks (L), Brett Eilts (S), 

Otto Maaland (C), Nathan McKenney (V)     

Vocal/Instrumentalist: Gloria McKenney                                                                                     

Worship Leader: Pastor Ben Unseth 

Thank You to today’s Worship Partners 

Altar Prep: Linda Conlon, Shirley Nelson, 

Lora Johnson                                                                        

Children’s Message: Brittany Spieker 

Communion Servers: Gary & Connie 

Jenkins                                                     

Counters: Jolynne Eilts, Kevin Swancutt 

Fellowship: Lee & Nancy Ketcham 

Greeters: Don & Sandy Schnell 

Message: Pastor Ben Unseth 

Praise Team: Elliana Antoine, Anna 

Quanbeck, Ellie Spieker, Evan Storley 

Prayers of the Church: Brett Eilts             

Scripture Reader: Darrel Heckathorn                                            

Tech Booth: Nathan McKenney (L S),   

Kirby Fueston (C), Kent Heazlett (V)                                           

Worship Leader: Jake Jacobson 

Old Testament Lesson: Ezekiel 37:1-14                                                                           
1 The hand of the Lord was on me, and He brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and 

set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 

them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 
3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign Lord, You alone 

know.” 4 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, 

hear the word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will 

make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and 

make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you 

will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’” 7 So I prophesied as I was 

commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the 

bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them 

and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then He said to me, 

“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sover-

eign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that 

they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath entered them; 

they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 11 Then He said to me: “Son of 

man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our 

hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 

Sovereign Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from 

them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that 

I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put My 

Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will 

know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’” 
The Children’s 

Christmas Program is 

coming next Sunday! 


