Welcome & Prayer
*Opening Song - “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”

*Invocation
We meet in the strong name of our God;
We praise You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Confession (from Augustine’s Confessions)

Lord, our hearts are open before You; unplug our ears and say to our souls,
“l am your salvation.”

Our hearts are restless, until we rest in You.
The house of my soul is narrow.

Enlarge it, so that You may come in.

It is ruined; repair it.

My soul holds on to things which offend Your eyes; I confess and know it.

But who can cleanse it? To whom should I cry, except to You? Lord, cleanse me
from my secret faults, and rescue Your servant from the power of the enemy.

If You, Lord, catalog my wrongdoings, I cannot survive. Hear me, O God. Alas, for
my sin! But You love me, for You created me.

As you have confessed against yourself your transgressions to God, God has forgiven the
iniquity of your heart. The Lord forgives the greatest and most heinous deeds. He writes
“Grace” and “Mercy” over your sins. He has melted away your sins as if they were ice.

*Prayer of the Day

Dear Jesus, when You came to earth in Bethlehem, the world was unprepared and
paid little attention. At Your Second Coming, the world will be equally unprepared,
but will be compelled to pay complete attention. Prepare our hearts today. Cast out
our sin, and enter in. Renew our hearts and minds as we sing, as we hear Your
Word, and as we come to Your Table. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle
Song- “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”
Old Testament Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-3, 19-20

New Testament Lesson: John 1:1-9

Kreutner Family

Children’s Message

Song- “Noel”

*Gospel: John 1:10-18

Sermon: “Following the Light of Jesus” Justin Spieker

Song- “God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman”

Affirmation of Faith— The Apostles’ Creed
Prayers of the Church
Sharing the Peace
Words of Institution for Communion
*The Lord’s Prayer
Holy Communion
Distribution Songs:
“What a Beautiful Name”
“Seek Ye First”
*Communion Blessing
*Closing Song - “He Shall Reign Forevermore”
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

*Please stand if you are able

>

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 60:1-3, 19-20

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the
Lord rises upon you and His glory appears over you. 3 Nations will come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 19 The sun will no more be your
light by day, nor will the brightness of the moon shine on you, for the Lord will
be your everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 20 Your sun will never
set again, and your moon will wane no more; the Lord will be your everlasting
light, and your days of sorrow will end.”

New Testament Lesson: John 1:1-9

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made;
without Him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that
life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. ¢ There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him
all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.



Gospel: John 1:10-18

10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through Him, the world did
not recognize Him. 11 He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive
Him. 12 Yet to all who did receive Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the
right to become children of God—1!3 children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made His
dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning Him. He
cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me

has surpassed me because He was before me.

) 16 Out of His fullness we have all re-

ceived grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one
and only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has

made Him known.

Christmas Eve

« Candlelight

Service

Thank You to today’s Worship Partners
Altar Prep: Linda Conlon, Shirley Nelson,
Lora Johnson

Children’s Message: Pam Hanson
Communion Servers: Dave & Sharon
Simington

Counters: Joan Unrau, Larry Wigen
Fellowship: Don & Sandy Schnell
Greeters: Cherie Banks, Marlene Thorson
Instrumentalists: Leah Kruetner, Gloria
McKenney, Anna Quanbeck

Message: Justin Spieker

Prayer Intercessors: Bill Nitzel, Dennis DeWitt,

Sara DeWitt, Bill Neiderheiser

Prayers of Church: Al Vanderberg
Scripture Reader: Emily Hoppe

Tech Booth: Nathan McKenney (L,S) Kirby
Fueston (C), Kent Heazlett (V)

Vocalists: Brittany Spieker, Kaleigh McKenney,

Trisha Rohmiller
Worship Leader: Dennis Larson

Join us for our Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service on
Dec. 24th at 5:30pm

Worship Partners for Dec.28
Altar Prep: Linda Conlon, Shirley
Nelson, Lora Johnson

Children’s Message: Bill Neiderheiser
Counters: Jolene Hansen, Kevin
Swancutt

Fellowship: Kirby Fueston

Greeters: Lee & Nancy Ketcham
Instrumentalists: Gloria McKenney,
Anna Quanbeck, Evan Storley
Message: Pastor Ben Unseth

Prayers of the Church: Darrel
Heckathorn

Scripture Reader: Eric Tigges

Tech Booth: Lance Storley (L,V),
Lucy Simington (C), Levi Simington (S)
Vocalists: Jim & Joan Unrau, Rachel
Simington

Worship Leader: Jalyce Storley

‘{ \' \ ’
WELCOME TO FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

Inviting all People to Faith ... Come and Worship - Go and Work
Pastor - Ben Unseth | Ministers - All

December 21, 2025 | Fourth Sunday of Advent

www.flcspencer.org | 712-580-4316
2912 Highway Blvd, P.O. Box 1322, Spencer, IA 51301

Office Hours: 9am-1pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays; 9am-5pm Wednesdays



