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We think of February as the love month. Cards
and gifts are shared with our loved ones and
friends. Do we think of God’s love too? He loves
us and gives us the gift of grace every single day!
Think about itl We are richly blessed!

I Speaking of love, the
4 Ingham Okoboji
Lutheran Bible Camp is
hosting a Marriage
Retreat Feb 15-17. This
weekend for couples is
an opportunity fo enjoy
each other. Consider
taking time for yourselves and enjoy a weekend

together.

WoW! confinues this month. Worship on
Wednesday includes a prepared meal at 5:30pm
and worship at 6:30 — 7:00pm. The worship theme
is The Armor of God. Bring your family and friends!
Enjoy a meal and this casual, upbeat worship
servicel

First Communion begins Feb 24. Faith Lutheran
offers first communion classes to families who feel
their children are ready. Information is coming
soon!

Our Adventures of Faith 2019 continue this month
as work continues with the new offices. They are

taking shape quite nicely! We are so grateful for

the volunteers who share their fime and talent to
this project.

The LifeKids after-school program will change to
a 5-day program in the fall. Our task teamis
working on the details to be ready. We have
much to do and are

grateful for those
who share their

time, talent, and Pastor Lee 2
gifts fo the program. | Birthdays/Anniversaries | 3
Check inside this Council Minutes 6
newsletter for more Discioleshi 7
details. IScipleship

Eric Patten 10
Keep sharing God'’s | Friends & Family 7
love to all Stewardship 9

—
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Cw 602@1& Feel, bhe ocgave?

| can hear Elton John crooning it now, “Can
you feel the love tonight . . .2"

It is a month for lovers, and most people
define love as a deep emotional feeling of
affection, a warm, spontaneous ‘cloud’
which envelops and overtakes a person. I
is as if it is irresistible. One cannot help it. We
might even use words like “helplessly,
hopelessly in love.”

Can you feel it? Logic would say that if you
are not feelin’ it, you are not obligated to
show it.

But, the Bible teaches us that God is love.
His character essence is love. In fact, He is
the Source of all love. How does that
change our perspective?

Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that
you love one another as | have loved
you."” (John 13:34). Can we “command”
love?

Jesus came to reveal God to us. What does
Jesus teach us about love? In Christ’s birth,
life, death, and resurrection, Jesus shows
that love is ACTION! Love is sacrificial and
serving others. He said nothing about
“feelin’ it.” With Jesus, it was a conscious
act of the will as He surrendered to His
Father's plan. He even commanded us to
love our enemies.

“Beloved, let's love one another, for love is

of God, and everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. The one who does
not love, does not know God, for God is
love.” (1 John 4:7ff).

Love is commanded. Love is a commitment
of the will, of the heart. Many of us live in a
covenant of love called marriage. God has
given us families and friends to love.

Love is not a feeling, but an action
propelled by the heart. It is sensitive to
other’s needs, self-giving to serve, willing to
listen, compassionate, respectful, and
faithful. These are not spontaneous,
passionate feelings, but the volition of the
will.

Love was a prominent description of the
early, first century church, “Behold how

they love one another!” Are we at Faith
living like a first century church?

So, we are in the month for lovers. | confess
to you that | often fail to love as Jesus asks. |
turn to the Source, confessing my failure
and asking forgiveness. Galatians 5
teaches us, “The fruit of the Spirit is love . . .”
What | cannot do by my effort, the Spirit of
Jesus does in and through me.

“Lord, fill us with your Holy Spirit so that we
love one another and all those you bring
into our lives. Empower us to love like
Jesus.”

Loving one another in Christ’s great love,

e (oo

Pastor Lee Laaveg
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Generosity Flows in a Special Gift for LifeKids

We rejoice to inform you that a member of Faith Lutheran has anonymously pledged a gift of up to
$10,000 to support the expansion of LifeKids to be a Monday through Friday program of outreach for
our congregation.

This donor sees the vision that this will become a key element to Faith’s life as a congregation, with the
desire to bless the community of Spencer and the surrounding area by loving children and the families
from which they come. It also becomes a potential way to invite unaffiliated people, who have no
church home, to consider Faith Lutheran as their spiritual home, a place to come alive in faith, worship
the LORD, and grow as disciples of Jesus Christ. However, whether or not the
families join our congregation, this LifeKids program will be a way to share the
love of Jesus with children every day. It will enable us to teach them the
stories and promises of God’s Word, while providing a safe place for them to
be until their parent’s work day is over.

So, this generous individual invites the congregation to match the pledged
giff —up to $10,000 or beyond! This will provide essential funds to empower our

new initiative to bless the children of our community and the families from
which they come. It is an exciting time for Faith! The generosity of God'’s

people is amazing. Pray for God’s Spirit to anoint all these things.

SBitidays

February 1

February 3
February 4
February 5

February 6
February 7

February 9
February 10

February 11
February 13

February 14
February 15
February 17

Anna Quanbeck
Cassie Simcox

Jan Hopkins
Lisa Carpenter

Linda Trierweiler
Sheila Weeks

JanellHolstad

Trista Jorgensen
Ker1 Voit
Sharon Woodford

Barb Solberg

Kirby Fueston
Brady Vanderberg

Norm Halverson

Marcene Briest
Sylvia Dehrkoop

Leah Lupkes
Norma Larsen
Jim Smith

February 18

February 19

February 20
February 21

February 25
February 26
February 27
February 28

Jamie Rouse
Cindy Tigges

Anne Rosendahl
Colleen Rouse

Kameron Carlson

Sharon Anderson
Eric Patten
Roydal Woodford

Briele Sorensen
Darrel Heckathorn
Eldren Holstad

Pam Livasy
Leora Riedemann

COviversaties

February 3
February 13
February 16

Mike & Linda Trierweiler
Dave & Sharon Simington

Joe & Rachel Simington
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Mission Partner: ) Mission Partners for 2019:
Shepherd ’S Canyon ¢ General Council of Assembly

f MNYU of God
Retreat Ministry Q(]ﬁﬂ'ﬂﬁ ermear | o Aosof spence

¢ Grand Avenue Community
, .. . Outreach

Shepherd's Canyon Retreat Ministry offers week-long counseling . )
retreats for men and women in ministry who are in the midst of O U MUI=CAUED CormUnlhy
various stages of burnout, stress, depression, and conflicts of all

Assistance Fund

Kind ¢ Shepard's Canyon Retreat
INGs. + LifeKids Scholarship Program
All Shepherd's Canyon Retreats are held at Standing Stones ¢+ Infernafional Missions Team
Conference & Retreat Center, located fifteen miles west of + The Church of Damascus
Arizona's "Cowboy Town", Wickenburg, Arizona. The name Standing Road - Rockwell City
Stones, comes from Old Testament references to Samuel, Joshua, Prison Worship
Jacob and Moses who erected rock monuments to commemorate | ¢ World Mission Prayer League
a great work of God's grace and mercy. They expect, and God has ¢ \I_Nybd'ffe B'b,:ﬁ I:rﬁr)s]lofors
proven Himself, to perform great and wonderful acts of mercy and ¢ -aborer wiin s
. . . . - + The Gospel Mission
grace in the lives of many who have participated in the ministry of .
Shepherd's Canyon Refreat + Infernational Messengers —
’ Josh & Whitney Smith
Pastor Lee served as a Chaplin at Shepherd’s Canyon Retreat for a + Operation Serve International
week in April of 2018. ¢ China Venture Services
¢ LCMC

Properties:
We ARE Faith Lutheran

Our office and storage project is coming along nicely.
The furnace is installed along with the sprinkler system.
The storage area is sheet rocked but will get taped
and mudded when the offices are sheet rocked. SMU
has their cable and boxes in and the wiring is currently
being worked on and should be completed soon. At that
fime the sheet rock can be completed and we can start
painting. The doors are also here so they can be installed
after sheet rocking. Our bill for the outside wall has finally
come through after being lost in the mail for a few
months. Very happy with the price, it came in at the low
bid even after we added on to what we originally started
out with.

Thank you,

Paul Behrens, Properties Team leader
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lowa Great
Lakes
Lutheran

School Trivia Tr ia
Night ght
Friday, February 8 | Teams of 8
Cost of $10.00 per person
Doors open at 6:30 Trivia begins at 7

Small dessert auction at intermission

Dear Family of Faith,

After eighteen days in the
hospital being treated for an
aortic dissection, Chris has been
home for nearly a month
recovering and doing therapy.
We are thankful for all of your prayers, calls, and messages
of faith and encouragement. He is doing well, and we pray
for continued healing and the ability to get back to work

The prayer of a righteous man
is powerful and effective.

All are welcome to attend and bring
your own snacks and water or soda!

and the activities he loves.

Dave, Linda, and Chris Susie
If you would like to send Chris a note of encouragement
his address is 6812 Woodrow Ct., Bismarck, ND 58504

Clip ‘N Save
Shopping List

e Wide or college ruled,
70-sheet notebooks

e 30 centfimeter ruler,
can have inches on as well

e Pencil sharpener

e BLUNT scissors

e 2-1/2" eraser

e 16 or 24 ct. crayons

e Any fabric, mattress pads or
blankets for quilts

e Bath-size towel, dark colored
between 20"x40" & 52"'x27"

e Bath-size bars of soap

e Adult-size toothbrush

e Metal nail clippers

e Hand towel, dark colored

The following can be from

6 to 24 months size and

must be new or like new:

e Diaper pins

e Cofton f-shirts

e Receiving blankets

e Cloth diapers

e Socks

e Long or short-sleeved gowns
or any variety of sleeper

o Jacket, sweater or sweatshirt
with a hood or include a
baby cap

Jesus, you promise to hear our prayers and answer
us in our time of need. Touch the lives of those who
are sick, hospitalized, battling a long-term illness, or
grieving the loss of a loved one.

Bless Alice Nielsen, Mark Hopkins, Lair Paulsen,
Chris Susie, Patrick and Katie Morrow and their boys,
Keith Dannatt, Kathy Petersen, Dawn Jurgenson, Eldon Larsen,
Pastor Tom Van Tassel, Chris Kyle, Peggy Olson, Ken Meyer,
LaVonne Weisbrod, Pat Swancutt, Jack Greene and Gerry Ferguson.

Also, bless those who are battling addictions and depression. With
your power, restore them to wholeness and give them your joy. Amen.

Iitem of the Month:
Soap and Nail Cllppers

»fv ) Thank you for your generosity!

Lutheran
World Relief

A

Please place the bars of soap
and the nail clippers
in the yellow Mission box
by the front door.

j ~0F
Mission Work Day | Tuesday, February 26
We invite you to join us from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. as we
work on quilts, baby and personal care kits and other items.

At noon, we have a potluck lunch with the main dish provided.
Please join us!
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Faith Lutheran Council Meeting | February 9, 2018 | 7:00 p.m.

Church

|Members present: Radina Jansen, Courtney Schwartz, Ann Lear, Larry Wigen,
4. Jim Unrau, Stu Christians, Julie Williams, Al Vanderberg, Kyle Rouse, Pete Crew,
o | Pasfor Lee and Barb Enge

7 —~aa~ Bl Vice President Kyle Rouse called the meeting to order and opened the
4 " &l meeting with a devotion and prayer.
Minutes from the December meeting were reviewed. Ann Lear motioned to approve the minutes.
Motion was seconded by Radina Jansen and carried unanimously.

Financial reports for December were recapped by Larry Wigen. A motion to approve the reports
was made by Al Vanderberg and a second from Stu Christians. Motion was carried unanimously.

Pastor Lee summarized his report and it is attached.
Pete Crew read the President’s report by Matt Essick.
Kyle Rouse reported on the progress of the Call Committee. His report is attached.

Call committee members were not selected at this meeting. Two outgoing council members and
three members of the congregation make up the call committee for next year. It was decided to
contact the outgoing council members individually to find volunteers. Three additional members
from the congregation will be voted in at the congregational meeting.

New members replacing outgoing Council Members on Church Council are: Korrie Anderson
replacing Ann Lear for Children’s Ministry Team, Kent Heazlett replacing Julie Williams for Missions
Team, Kirby Fueston replacing Dennis Larson for Evangelism Team, LaVonne Clark replacing Joy
Kelsch on Worship/Leaders Team. Kyle Rouse has been serving as Vice President now replaces Matt
Essick as President, and Pete Crew has been voted by the Council to replace Kyle Rouse as Vice
President. Cindy Tigges has been appointed to Leadership Support, replacing Pete Crew and Kay
Iverson has been appointed to Technology, replacing Dan Anderson. Cindy and Kay are
appointed positions by the Council and are not voting members. Appreciation is given to this year’s
nominating committee and for the outgoing Council Members for their dedication and service.

All teams are encouraged to meet regularly and make some brief notes or summation of their
meetings each month to keep the congregation informed.

Meeting was adjourned with a motion by Courtney Schwartz and second from Ann Lear. Pastor led
the Council in prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Barb Enge — Council Secretary
A Note To
Devotion Schedule to be determined at the next Council meeting Council Members!
enabling new members on the Council to be included.

Vice President Pete Crew will provide devotions for the February
meeting.

Please submit all team reports
to the Church Office by
Monday, February 11.
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Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
Wednesday, February 13,
at 7:00 p.m.
Discipleship Room

All church members are
welcome to attend the council
meeting. Topics may also be
shared with any council
member for discussion at the
council meeting.

Please find a list of your
Council Members
on the bulletin board near
Pastor Lee's office.

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
As of January 25, 2019
Year To Date: $ 4,720.00
Total Giving:  $318,712.50
Pledged
Remaining: $ 81,287.50

Giving is Worship

GIVING BACK TO THE ONE WHO FIRST GAVE

GENERAL OFFERING AND
ATTENDANCE

2019 BUDGET

JANUARY 1 - 25, 2019
$ 27,919.72

YEAR TO DATE

BALANCE
REMAINING

179

THANK YOU FOR GENEROUSLY
GIVING IN 2019!

AVG. ATTENDANCE

T Discipleship:
—disciples of all What'’s your
— Matthew 28:19 neXt Step?

Greetings everyone from your Discipleship Team!

This month we would like to call your attention to rightnow MEDIA.
The office staff at Faith Lutheran has been actively pursuing your
enrollment to this great website. It is so easy to use, it will enhance
your personal Christian journey and present amazing topics that you
in turn can share with others. Invitations come from
insider@rightnow.org (you may need to check your junk/spam e-
mail), click the “Get Started” button and begin enjoying this free
resource.

You do not have to wait for the email ... you can contact Lori or
Cheryl and they will assist you. REMEMBER: rightnow MEDIA is a great
way to increase personal knowledge relevant to your Christianity. 2
Peter 1:5-8 tells us “S For this very reason, make every effort to add to
your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and fo
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, mutual affection; and
fo mutual affection, love. 8For if you possess these qualities in
increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

rightnow MEDIA is free and a great means of developing personal
wisdom. “The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it
cost all you have, get understanding.” Proverbs 4:7.

rightnow MEDIA has great children programs that will guide them
and strengthen your family. “Start children off on the way they
should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

It is the recommendation of Pastor Lee, the Discipleship Team and

the office staff at Faith Lutheran that you sign up now!
Calling Our Discipleship Pastor

DALLiiCUMMITTEE 9 pieship

Please pray daily for our Call Committee and

for the candidate God knows will accept the call to serve at
Faith Lutheran and St. John's Lutheran.

If you have the name of a pastor you'd like to be considered,
please share his/her name with the Call Committee.

Committee members are: Karen Brandt, Bill Nitzel,
Kris Behrens, Jolynne Eilts, Greg Lear, Darrel Heckathorn,
Beth Brockshus, Laura Heikens, Ashley Vreeman,
Sophie Behrens, and Kyle Rouse - Chairperson.
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Did you get your invitation? Beginning
) ) ) February 24
Every Friday the church is sending out 10:50-11:35 a.m.
RightNow MEDIA sign-up invitations. The Kids Music Area
invitation comes from insider@rightnow.org

Check the bulletin each week to see who will >
be ge’r’ring their invitation next! ISt Communlon
‘ Class

For 5th Grade students or
any child that is ready and understands
the importance of Communion.

Contact Eric Patten

Please check your e-mail

(or your junk/spam e-mail) for your invitation! at 712-229-1340 or
If you didn’t receive your invitation, please contact Korrie Anderson at
the church office - 712-580-4316. 712-363-3556.

Marriage Celebration Retreat | February 16-17

.
is always
zted 91

S together. En]oy a wonderful weekend Wlth a banquet dlnner, breakfast in bed, evening
g entertainment, and great sessions.

Speakers for the event will be Pastor Ben and Stephanie Mason. Marriage is a crazy ride, and along with
the high points, the Masons have had their share of lows too. They are passionate about helping you see

that God is here for you, too.

Theme for the weekend is: Connection: Staying in touch with God and your spouse in the 21st Century

For more information or to register, please contact Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp at
1-800-656-2654 or email them at registrar@okoboji.org

oo 0L Spring Crafting Retreat | March 1-3

Set aside some time just for you to do what makes you happy. Fill up
| your car with all the materials and tools you need and come to camp
for a weekend of creativity, relaxation and spiritual growth!

NN e Enjoy delicious food, soothing massages and great people as you
unwind from your busy life and have some “ME time!” Bring a friend along. They may have a totally
different project than you. That's okay! You can do your own thing right along side each other!

Through out the weekend there will be several times set aside to gather together to encourage each
other and grow in faith.

For more information or to register, please contact Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp at
1-800-656-2654 or email them at registrar@okoboji.org
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Stewardship at Faith

STEWARD OF THE MONTH!
ANN LEAR

Ann Lear is ending her three-year term as Children’s
Team leader. Over the past three years, Ann has
worked very hard at facilitating and leading the
Children’s Ministry, while casting a vision for ministry
at Faith. She helps lead the LifeKids Program every
Wednesday, oversees the busy bags, helps teach
Ist Communion, and hands out Bibles for Bible
Presentation Day. She is a leader in planning
children’s events such as Rally Day, the Christmas

| [Program, and Ice Cream Sunday. Ann does many
programmatic details behind the scenes, and has
the heart of Christ in caring for children.

Well done,
Good and Faithful Servant!

Your Stewardship Team is requesting your assistance in submitting names of individuals to be
highlighted in the upcoming editions of Faith Life Together. Please be thinking of individuals
whom you would like to see recognized in our monthly Faith Life Together newsletters. Submit
their name(s) and way(s) of giving on the Steward Recognition Form below. Your submission is

confidential.

Please submit forms in the Servant Recognition box in the church office.

-~

Name(s)

Steward Recognition Form \

Way(s) of giving

-

Your Signature
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LifeKids
Task Team
will meet
Thursday,
February 28 at
4:00 p.m.

Members of the Task Team
are: Matt Essick, Eric
Patten, Ann Lear,
Doug & Courtney Schwartz
and Kyle and Jamie Rouse.

ék hamT

Lutheran Bible Camps

Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible
Camp offers the following
recharges, retreats, and Outreach
night in February and March:

YOUTH RECHARGES
There are no recharges scheduled
for February or March.

OUTREACH NIGHT
Grades 6 through 8 | Cost is $3

(covers pizza meal)

4:15 p.m. meet at
Faith Lutheran,
carpool to Camp,
8:30 p.m. Parent pick-up at Faith
Lutheran

= February: No Outreach Night.

= March 3: Hoonting

Faith Youth are encouraged to
RSVP Eric Patten (712-229-1340)
by 2:00 p.m.

For more information on any
event, please call IOLBC at
1-800-656-2654 or email them at
registrar@okoboji.org
Check out their website at
www.okoboji.org

Bible Humor:

Q. Where is the first tennis match
mentioned in the Bible? Grom the Deok:
A. When Joseph served in Pharaoh's court. O}

Laughter brings joy to the soul. | hope you
began the New Year with some laughter! We
are on to February, full steam into 2019.

&nic Pallen

Children’s Ministry is in full swing with Sunday

School and LifeKids. The beginning stages are being set for a
full-week afterschool program. The program hopes to be an
outfreach to the community, and offer a great faith based program
for kids during the afterschool hours.

Our Confirmation kids have begun the New Year by learning about
the Lord’s Prayer. They will continue with the Lord’s Prayer until
Confirmation Sunday, and then conclude the year learning about
Hot Topic discussions. The kids participate in small groups for the
final half hour of Confirmation, led by great adult small group
leaders.

Youth continue to meet on Wednesday nights. Through the month
of February, a girls and boys small group will begin to meet on
separate days to expand our ministering opportunities to youth.
Various adult leaders will start-up and facilitate these groups.

No Apologies 2019 was held at the Clay Regional Event Center on
January 30™. This is an event held for éth-12th graders, created to
help kids learn about healthy relationships, boundaries, and purity.
The event always hosts great entertainment. A parent/youth leader
training session was held that night to equip parents on relationship
topics.

Skiing at Mount Kato! An intergenerational event will be held
Saturday, Feb. 23, for anyone who would like to go skiing at Mount
Kato! Meet at the church at 8:00 a.m. Stay posted for details.

In Christ, gx’u‘ @m

Eric Patten

INGHAM OKOBOJI LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMPS!
Summer Camp may be far away, but registration is just beginning!
YOUTH CAMP EARLY BIRD DEADLINE IS MARCH 1!

Kibs CAMPS | FAMILY CAMPS | JR. HIGH CAMPS | SR. HIGH CAMPS
Fun, Relaxing, Empowering, Spirit Filling, Faith Growing, Bibles,
Songs, Games, Food And So Much More!

Faith Lutheran’s hope for children, youth, and families is to go to camp.
We give 50% financial support for every child and family that goes Camp.
For more information, please see Eric Patten or Lori Krei.

For more information or to register, please contact
Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp at 1-800-656-2654 or
email them at registrar@okoboji.org
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Faith Lutheran Church
2912 Highway Blvd
Spencer, |A 51301

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH - DECEMBER, 2018

Births: None New Members: None
Baptisms: None First Communions: None
Marriages: None. Confirmations: None

Deaths: None

Faith Lutheran Church Staff:

Pastor: Lee Laaveg Director of Children & Youth: Eric Patten
pastor@faithlutheranspencer.com cymdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com
Church Administrator: Lori Krei Worship Director: Denise Laaveg
office@faithlutheranspencer.com worshipdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com
Custodian: Rich Stueven Email us at: faithlutheran@smunet.net
custodian@faithlutheranspencer.com www_faithlutheranspencer.com
Like us on [l Facebook!

Technology Director: Lori Krei

techdirector@faithlutheranspencer.com Follow us af: @flcspencer
Faith Lutheran Church LCMC
Office Assistant: Cheryl Stueven Watch us on SMU:
office@faithlutheranspencer.com Mondays @ 8:30 p.m. | Tuesdays @ 11:00 a.m.
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