Faith Lutheran Church

t he
enj oy

Wedve made it to
glorious time to

How very fortunate we are to live in the greatest
country on earth. We celebrate freedom and freedom
in Christ. Yet, we live in tough, chaotic times. Let
your prayers to God fill the air with hope and love.

Blessings abound! The new multi -purpose room,
previously the garage, is done! Thanks to the efforts
of volunteer and paid workers, the garage retrofit
project looks fantastic! The room is finished with a
painted ceiling, plenty of lighting, carpet, seating, and
beautiful windows where the garage doors once were.
Recently a passerby literally stopped in the street in
front of the church, backed up, viewed the beautiful
work, then moved on down the street. Yes, those
windows are eye-catching! We are now waiting for
furniture to arrive in this room. We are planning a
dedication later this year.

Vacation Bible School & July 13-16 & The children are
ready to enjoy VBS! We are excited about the
opportunity IOLBC has created for an online VBS
experience this year. Look to the next page to find out
more details.

The Youth Ministry Team is busy planning cross -
generational events this summer. Flexibility is key so
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LifeKids is gearing up for a fall start to coincide with
the Spencer Schools calendar. While we do not yet
know the in -school schedule, we need to be ready to
welcome children to Faith 5 days a week. The
LifeKids Director, Radina Jansen, and the LifeKids
Board is working diligently to be ready this fall. What
a ministry! We get to love and guide these children
each day and pray that God blesses them and their
families. LifeKids is still in need of the gifts you can
share whether it is prayer, donated items, or financial
gifts. Each gift makes a difference in the lives of these
children and is an investment for the future!

As we move forward in this unique time, please pray
for the Holy Spirit to bend the hearts of all to faith in
unity and love. Enjoy this beautiful summer!

God bless America!
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Longing for The Pastor n
Good News by

We are hungry for good news, especially in Pastor Lee Laaveg

light of living with this pervasive world \

pandemic, COVID 19. Perhaps that is why

actor John Krasinskids program online 0Some Good News

good content and stories. It was a look on the bright side.

As if the Corona virus is not bad enough, then we all witness the tragic death of a black man in

Minneapolis by a knee on the neck from a white police officer. Now our nation is experiencing violent

riots, anarchy, protests, and fires all over our country. American cities are burning, curfews imposed,

portions of cities held in defiance, and the National Guard called in.

Programs | i ke Krasinskids provide a temmofany eescapefrogyn al t er n
circumstances that leave us feeling powerless. Yet, though entertaining, it is an empty distraction. It

does not fix our problems.

Bi blical hope is always more than ohappy thoughtsdé or

God has done for the world in love through Jesus Christ. This hope is grounded in the power, the

character, and the faithfulness of God.

Here is Good News! By faith in Jesus Christ, we are at peace with God. We belong to Him. We live

each day in His infinite grace. Romans 8 says, OWe ar

|l oves us! 6 God has all power. God is wultimately in co
hands.

As often as we are anxious, pray. OHave no anxiety ab
and Godds peace wil!| be with you. 6 Further, OWhateve
and excellent -dwe | | on these things ... and the peace -9.f Goc
Ri ots and pandemics do not have the final word. Our L
Spirit to release His power into our daily lives, therefore we expect His power and blessing. Our hope

flows from our faith in Godds | ove. That is Good News

Trusting His promises,

Yo Cae

Pastor Lee Laaveg

Hey kids and families!

INGRM OKQBOJI Vacation Bible School is going online this year!
DiV'N IN Thanks to Ingham Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp,
a7 2O ’ we have songs, devotions, activities, and
e o 5V
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crafts to do all while praising the Lord!
Watch your email, the church website, and our
church Facebook page for further details.

VIRTUAL DAY CAMP
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Properties Team

The garage is almost complete! Floor covering had
been installed by Mark and Mary Speidel and Steve
Oleson. All glass work is completed. Denison
Drywall has completed all work on the exterior and
interior. All electric is complete. The base boards
have been installed by Paul Wire. The stage still
remains to be completed. The furniture will be here
in early July. Fifteen yellow chairs that were in the
church have been recovered to match the other 13
black ones. Technology is the only piece of the
puzzle remaining.

@, .Q- July 18 Corbin Maaland
v Mﬂ%& July 19 Kathy Arndt

Julv 1 Chervi I - July 20 Erik Sandven
p- R Jly21  Lorikrei
Eric Tigges
Mg Pet_e Ch Ashley Vreeman
Blaine Erdman i
R July 22 Sue Alanis
July 3 Karen Brandt July 23 Mike Hummel
Abbey Crew July 24 Josh Smith
July 4 Drew Piercy July 26 Denise Lovitt
July 5 Jake Jacobson July 28 Jake Simcox
Steve Zitterich July 31 Audrey Maaland
July 6 Dave Solberg
July 7 Caitlin Campbell CRWW
July 8 Nathan Rouse
July 9 Becky Faulkner July 1 Darrel & Nancy Heckathorn
July 10 Olivia Harris Eldon & Pat Larsen
Carol Heazlett Mark & Tonya Sorensen
Savannah Ruhs July 2 Justin & Cassie Simcox
Rhonda Vreeman July 4 Larry & LaVonne Clark
July 12 Pat Larsen July 5 Alex & Cayli Carlson
Lavonne Weisbrog July 6 Gary & Marcia Klett
July 28 s Berkland. July 10 Elmer & Marge Nielsen
As.hley Szafraniec Al & Carla Vanderberg
JUES (E;?(;:rigel\;l((;eKrenn ey July 14 Marv & Janet Schutter
Chelsea Schmidt July 20 Tom & Pam Hanson
July 15 Seth Knoer Darren & Christine Piercy
Carson Weeks July 21 Luke & Tedra Jorgensen
July 16 Miles Rouse July 22 Rich & Cheryl Stueven
Kent Sandven July 27 Terry & Jolene Hansen
July 17 Paul Wire July 31 Paul & Lori Wire
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"ATLAS is here to be your friend and .. )
walk with you through the tough [ Missions Team
times of your life"

The ATLAS Group was founded in Sioux Center in 2004
and has since planted over a dozen independent ATLAS
organizations across the nation.

Started in 2011, ATLAS of Spencer serves clients in
Spencer and the Lakes Area. The purpose of ATLAS is t0 ==
help those in need by providing advocacy through

mentoring while walking alongside those seeking help.
David Lyons serves as the Sp
director.

ATLAS of Spencer promotes expanding community ministry that provides relational, emotional,

physical, financial, and/or spiritual support and gui
trials. ATLAS mentors provide loving assistance in the process while demonstrating the unconditional

love of God, encouraging salvation through acceptance of His Son Jesus Christ, and promoting a

relationship to the Body of Christ, the Church.

ATLAS tries to get people past looking for a handout. Rather, they help individuals take ownership of
their situations and their lives. When they need help from others, they seek a hand -up, not the
hand -out.

Are you able to be that neighbor who can be support for someone in the community? Are you
available to meet with someone and listen to and pray for them? Would you be willing to pray for
ATLAS and those they serve or give a monthly or one -time donation?

ATLAS is always looking for volunteers and mentors to help individuals and families through the
tough times of their lives. To volunteer, phone 712 -580-3277.

ATLAS office is located at 816 South Grand in Spencer.
Email: atlasofspencer@gmail.com

Mission Partners for 2020:
§ General Council of Assembly

Item of the Month: of GO
Continued Support of the § ATLAS of Spencer
UDMO Food Pantry § Grand Avenue Community
Upper Des Moines Opportunity (UDMO) is in need Outreach

. § The Multi -Church
of pancake mix and syrup, cereal, mac and cheese, Community Assistance Fund

cream soups as well as other non  -perishable food

§ LifeKids Tuition Fund
and personal supplies. § World Mission Prayer League
Items can be donated in any of 3 ways: § Woycliffe Bible Translators
1. Place them in the yellow Missions box inside the church § Laborers with Christ
near the front doors § International Messengers
2. Drop off items at the home of Dave and Linda Susie - § Operation Serve International
1514 W. 13th St., 712  -262-6621 § Friends of Madagascar
3. Drop off at Upper Des Moines Opportunity (please call M'SS'Or,]S
them from the parking lot - 262-7409). Try to avoid 8 Sveacm][‘g the Unreached,
Monday and Thursday mornings as many people are est Alrica
receiving needed items. § Faith Lutheran Mission Trips
§ LCMC
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What s Your

Evangelism
You may have noticed that | have been A\ .
talking more about God Stories this year. " Wlth
Everyone has one! Whatisa God Story ? A EriC Patten

God Story is the story of how you came to
faith in Christ, or a story where God
worked in your |ife through an event, and you can
working. o6 Whatoés your God story?

| believe it is good for every believer to know his or her story of how Christ saved him or her,

and should be able to tell someone in a simple 2 -5 minute story. As we walk this road of life we
will have stories to tell of things God did in our lives. Those stories are important! | challenge

you to think through your story and practice sharing it to a close friend or family member. The

more you practice, the easier it will be to share it when someone needs to hear it.

Dondt discount your story as being too simple. Do
Dondét underestimate Godds ability to take your st
One word spoken to someone else can change their life forever. Your story may be what

changes your friendorco -wor ker ds | i fe. Your story may be the

Your story may be one of many nails that builds the house of faith in Jesus for someone, or
gives encouragement in Christ.

Donét forget the power of your actions. Be a witnhn
speak louder than words. Do simple acts of kindness for others. Be Christ to others. Live a

genuine and authentic Christian life. Let the love of God pour from your hearts in all you do,

and people will be drawn to God through you.

And finally, dondét miss the opportunity to share
on a journey through life. Statistics say that on average it takes seven times for someone to

hear the gospel before they are ready to give their lives to Christ. When you share the gospel, it

may be the first, fourth, or seventh time that so
miss the opportunity to share the BEST news, the good news of salvation.

Have a blessed day everyone!

Exis P

Eric Patten, Evangelism Director

Discipleship

Jesus said, 0Go, make disciples . . .0 (Matthew 28).
One church def i n ®idcipleshipi$ didinary peaplg learning to live everyday life like Jesus . 0
The dictionary says a disciple is a o0student, a | earnt

journey? Are you consciously devoted to learning from Jesus our Lord through the study of His Word,
through worship, and through prayer?

Disciples commit to follow Jesus in faith.

Disciples commit to learn from Him, applying what we learn to everyday life behaviors, attitudes and
relationships.

Disciples commit to invite others to follow Jesus in faith with them.

Ordinary people Il earning to |live everyday | ife as faif
VhaJ -siAgiy



8Could we with ink t [

And were the skies of parchment made; Worship
Were ever stalk on earth a quill,
And every man a scribe by trade, with
To write the love of God above,
Would drain the ocean dry. Denise Laaveg
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, \

Though stretched from> > rw~y—To—r~y—0

On July 5, one of the songs we will be singing is a M
Reverend Frederick M. Lehman is the writer and composer of this beloved hymn. He was born in 1868

in Germany. When he was four years old, his family immigrated to America where they settled in

lowa. He studied for the ministry at Northwestern College in lllinois and married Emma Louise

Dermyer in Pottawattamie County in lowa. They had eight children and pastored churches in

Audubon and Kingsley, lowa, Indiana and Missouri.

In 1917 they moved to California where he needed to turn to manual labor for a living. He had heard
the verse written above earlier in his life as a poem. He incorporated this poem along with other
stanzas and the chorus as he meditated during work breaks. His daughter helped with the music.

As we celebrate America in 2020 would we ever have dreamed of the circumstances we are
experiencing? But Godds | ove is above all others. | f
a measureless gift of love.

As we worship together and sing this hymn, which is considered by some to be one of the greatest
hymns ever written, we remember Godds eternal | ove an
people!

Denise Laaveg, Worship Director

Keeping Them In Our Prayers ...

Jesus, gracious healer, you promise to hear our prayers and
answer us in our time of need.

Please bless those who are battling addictions and depression.
With your power, restore them to wholeness and give them your
joy. And Lord, please touch the lives of those who are sick,
hospitalized, grieving or battling a long term iliness.

Please bless Fern Sembach, Bernard Fairchild, Andre Enge and all those we name in our hearts.

Connor Ti/lggesyb
Class of 2020 2 p " p " py h

Graduation Party Rachel was born June 22 to Kevin and Heidi
Saturday, July 18 | 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. Skadeland. She weighed 7 pounds, 2 ounces

Faith Lutheran Church Jcbwas 20 inches.

Hosted by Connoro6s
Cindy and Eric Tigges

Rachel is W?Icomed home by her big sister
Bl ST S
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